Why Opioid Overdose
Prevention Matters 3;

Understanding Opioids in the Bigger Picture

Many substances can harm health and safety, including alcohol, nicotine, cannabis, stimulants,
sedatives, and opioids. Opioids include prescription pain medicines, heroin, and fentanyl, and they
are a critical public health issue because they can slow or stop breathing. Fentanyl can make overdose
deaths more likely, and compared with many other substances, opioid overdoses can become fatal
quickly, even in very small amounts.
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When municipalities invest in opioid overdose prevention,
they protect lives, strengthen families, and advance their mission

to keep residents healthy and safe.
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Communities Already Have Tools That Work

Local communities do not have to start from scratch. State and local resources can strengthen and
expand prevention strategies that are already underway. When municipal leaders, community partners,
and state resources work together, communities can prevent overdose, connect people to care, and

keep residents safe.

Opioid
Settlement Funds

Settlement funds can
support a wide range of
evidence-based strategies,
from prevention to
recovery. Municipal
leaders can use these
funds to strengthen

local response efforts.

Local Prevention
Councils

Community-driven
councils bring partners
together to assess needs,
coordinate resources,
and take action that fits
local priorities.

Prevention
Resource Partners

Statewide and regional
partners provide data,
training, technical
assistance, and proven
strategies to help
communities succeed.

Local Community-
Based Efforts

Municipalities and local
partners are already using
many prevention strategies
in neighborhoods, schooals,
healthcare settings, and
public safety systems.

Strategies Already Underway in Communities

L Training

pathways.

NA Meetings
and Peer Support

Peer support groups
create connection,

{ reduce isolation, and
help people stay
engaged in recovery.

First Responder

Police, fire, EMS, and
other responders need
training, tools, and
strong referral

& reduce misuse and =

Community
Outreach

Trusted outreach
workers meet people
where they are, share
information, and
connect them to
services.

| Prescription
Drug Safety

Safe use, storage, §
and disposal of i
- medications can -

y prevent harm.
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Naloxone
Distribution

Making naloxone
widely available
+ helps reverse
overdoses and
save lives.

a..j Treatment and
4 Recovery Resources

8 Communities need
M clear pathways to

' treatment, recovery
& support, housing,
k. and other services.

Municipal leadership makes the difference.

Municipal officials help align partners, guide investments, and build

a coordinated prevention response that protects health and safety
across the community.
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